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German China-Society Founded In Hamburg \ | 

' l (cm)* to,+£*** \ 

A ne v German China -Socle tv (Deutsche Chlna-Gesellschaft) to prooa &ftA/ 
friendly cultural and co<nmercl e^,j^Xat.lona--Vlthj;ogmunU t China vas estabM 
Tlshed in Hamburg on September 7, 1957* Among other s on the founding cc©/ JLmE -. 
mtEtee v^e^olrtSCHEN^^ o f the neutral! at veekly NquQ J^/£7jr 

Pollt Ik, H ermanns SCHWANN, ^FBundestag member, and retlred_AmbaBaador J r w»i 
"Werner -Otto vontyffiNTIG. Dr. HJalmar SCHACHT was listed as a member of •>*** - 

the committee but vaa not present at the founding meeting , which was at- 
tended by about 70 persons representing business, academic, and professional t ^ JLiu mfr 
circles. A few newspapermen were present, as was an observer from the ^^t,#**** 1 
Consulate General. 

The main speaker, Wolf Schenke, spoke of the growing importance of 
China for the world and Germany and the consequent need for promotion of 
closer relations with China. The tenor of the general discussion that 
followed Schenke* s speech vae that Germany needed a new organization with 
unofficial contacts vith China, particularly since the Federal Republic bad 
no diplomatic relations vith the "new*' China, The main emphasis of the 
" Deutsche Chlna-Gesellschaft would be on cultural relations, but commercial 
contacts would not be neglected. The Federal Republic's "do-nothing" policy 
toward China vas deplored, and the (Nationalist) China cocas ittee recently 
established by Bundestag member Ernst MAJQNICA, CDU , vaa ridiculed, parti- 
cularly by Hermann Schvann vho also criticized the selection of a military 
man, General von FALKEfltHAUSEN, as chairman of the Bonn group. 

Wolf Gchcnke and Hermann Schvann vere elected First and Second Chair- 
men, respectively, of the provisional executive committee, vith nev 
elections foreseen for early 1959* (A list of committee members is attached 
as enclosure 1.) Schenke and Schvann appear to have been the chief pro- 
moters of. the nev group. 

According to a statement published by the founding committee before 
the September 7 meeting (e translation is attached, as enclosure 2) tvo 
members of the committee (Schenke and Schvann) met in Peking in 195& vith 



representatives of the Communist government and vere given assurances by 
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’’high indlvlduale right up to the Prime Minister (Minister-President) " that 
o German China-Society vould he welcomed and that the Chinese "Society for 
Foreign Relations" would he commissioned to maintain contact with the 
propose d w G e rman organ l zAtlnn. More recently in Switzerland, according to 
the same statement, a close jcolleague of Chou En-lui again assured Schenke 
that Peking would do everything possible to cooperate with the China- 
Qesellschaft as soon as it *aa established, and that a delegation from 
the group vould be welcome .n China* (An article in the September lb issue 
of Neue Polltlk states that the China-GcBollschaft plans to send a delega- 
tion to China in the near f lture . ) f 



The China-Gescllschafj 



petition with existing gro^i 
fuer Asienkunde , and the Cl 
Virtachaft * The denial cai 
llshed objectives of the nj 
Chlna-Qesellschaft , as des 



explicitly denies that there vill be any cora- 
ips such as the Ostasiatischer Vcreir. , the Institut 
I&ina-Coomittco of the Ostausachuas dor deutschen 
jinot be taken at face value in view of the pub- 
:V group. Some of the specific plans of the 
rihed in detail in enclosure 2, are to: 



(a) Sponsor lectures, films, publications, exhibits, etc. 



(b) Arrange for 
personal contact betv 



academic exchanges and scholarships, and 
ben Germans and Chinese in both countries. 



(c ) Arrange for 
development of that 



(4) Promote the 
in the two countries, 
tion of a pocket diet 



Comment: 



specialists to go to China to help in the 
ebuntry. 



study of the German and Chinese languages 
with the first project being the publica- 
onary of the Chinese language for Germane. 




The membership of th o|Pcutsche Chlno-G&sollschaft is made up largely 
of persons dissatisfied with the Federal Republic's China policy. Some 
are probQbly motivated by the desire for personal prestige end others by 
the hope that this new organization will offer them lucrative commercial 
contacts with Communist China. The Deutsche Chir.a-Gegellschaft offers the 
Chinese a potential propaganda outlet and the possible nucleus of a "China 
lobby" on the German political scene. To date the new group docs not ap- 
pear to hove much influence, despite the important nones among the list of 
founders, but it is still too early to offer c considered Judgment con- 
cerning its future. The Deutsche China-Cesellschaft ohould, of course, 
not be confused with the Institut fuer Asienkunde , a scholarly and scienti- 
fic institution which recently opened offices in Hamburg, 
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American Consul General 
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(Translated from the German) 



Why Deutsche Chlna-Cesellschnft (German China Society)? 

One of the greatest events in the history of this century, one which 
will influence many future generations, is the conversion of medieval 
Chi\>fi with its present population of 625 million people into a modern 
industrialized state. What do we know about this empire which until a 
few years ago vaG nothing but an object of world politics? The number of 
people in Germany who know the old China is cmnll and only a few know the 
new, the changing China. This situation is unworthy of our people and 
disadvantageous to its vitul interests. It will be one of the most im- 
portant tasks of the Deutsche Cbina-Gesello shaft to overcome it. 

A society which will devote itself to the promotion and deepening of 
mutual understanding and friendly relations between the German and Chinese 
peoples is needed even more because diplomatic relations do not yet exist 
between the Federal Republic and China and because the contest for China 
has started from all sides. 

Among its other undertakings, the Deutsche China-Gesellschaft will 

1. widen and deepen among the German people knowledge about China 
through lectures, periodical publications, films, exhibitions, etc; 

2. make possible study tours to China, exchange scholarships and 
guest profcOBOrships, personal meetings of Germans and Chinese in China 
and Germany; 

3 . promote economic cooperation of the two countries supplementing 
each other in the structure (sic) of their national economies, doing so by 
disseminating information to the Germany economy concerning the economic 
development and economic possibilities in China and by informing the Chinese 
economy about the development and supply potential of the German economy; 

L. initiate the exchange of experts who can help China in its develop* 
oent and enable the Chinese to study ir. Germany and get or.- the- job training; 

5. promote the knowledge of the Chinese language in Germany and of the 
Goman language In China. In view of the fact that thounonds of Gormans 
will tour China in the years to come, it is planned to compile first a 
"Pocket Dictionary of the- Chinese Language." 

Last year when two of the signatories!/ discussed in Peking with repr^ 
sontatives of that government the chances existent for the work of a 



Two of the founders of the Deutsche Chinr.-Gcscllscr.aft. 
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Deutsche Chlna-Gescllechaf 1 1 high-ranking personalities up to the Minister 
President (sic) gave assurances that such a society could perform very use- 
ful work in the field of German-Chi neee relations, even if no diplomatic 
relations exist between the Federal Itopublic and China at present. The 
Chinese "Society for Foreign Kclationu" will be commissioned to maintain 
constant personal contact and to correspond with' the Deutsche Cni/ia- 
Gcaellnchaft . In several interviews conducted in Switzerland recently, 
a close assistant to Prime Minister Chou En-lai again gave the assurance 
that immediately after the founding of an organization such as the 
Deutsche Chlna-Gosellschaft Peking will extend all possibilities for co- 
operation. Tho Chinese diplomat pointed out how much relations between 
the Japanese and the Chinese have been Intensified recently despite the 
lack of diplomatic recognition. Last year far more than 1,000 Japanese 
visited China individually and In groups - among then economists, scientists, 
artists, and politicians, including deputies of even the government party; 
a permanent Japaneso office of consulting engineers has already been opened 
in Peking. During the first half of this year this development has become 
still more intense. The assurance was given that shortly after the founda- 
tion of the Deutsche Chlna-Cescllschaft a larger delegation would be wel- 
come in China. 

The Deutsche China-Gcsellschaft will not act in competition against 
existing associations, ouch as, for example, the Far Eastern Association 
(0AV) and the German Far East Association (DO AG - Deutsche Ostaaiatische 
Gesellschaf t , whose headquarters is in West Berlin). The OAV and the DQAG 
cover the whole of East Asia, the OAV even including India and Indonesia. 

But the 625 million nation of the Chinese, in an area the size of Europe 
(up to the Urol Mountains), is of such extraordinary importance for the 
future development of the world, and especially for Germany, that the culti- 
vation of international relations (with that country) must be taken care 
of by a separate society, just as the Gorcan-French and Gerran-British 
societies, etc., exist alongside the Europa-Union. Furthermore, much of 
the work of the Deutsche China-Oesellschaft will be devoted to the culti- 
vation of human contacts and the mooting of Germans and Chinese... moreover, 
the PeutGohe China-Gcsellschaf t would cpprcclutv: it if member? of the 
present societies covering tho whole of East Asia - among whom there are 
also some of the founders (of this organization) - vould also become 
merabore of the Deutsche China-Gcsellschaft , if they are particularly in- 
terested in China. 

We regret the political contrast ( Gegensfltzllchkcit ) between the 
continent and Taiwan (Formosa). Our friendship goes out to the whole 
Chinese nation and we hope for its early reunification. At present, the 
East Zone alone derives the benefit from Chinese s ympathy for Germany, 
which has been traditional since the relinquishment of our colonial privi- 
leges in China. People and government ir. China honestly deplore the divi- 
sion of Germany and also have the urgent Vish to resume friendly relations 
with the larger half of Germany. For the sake of mutual advantage the 
Deutsche China-Gcsellschaft will help close the painful gap which exists 
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